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FEDERALIST INTERGROUP
FOR THE EUROPEAN CONSTITUTION

Report on the Intergroup meeting on 17 May 2006

The Federalist Intergroup within the EP met in Strasbourg on 17 May. It gathered 11 MEPs: Maria BERGER (PSE, A), Charlotte CEDERSCHIÖLD (PPE-DE, S), Jean-Luc DEHAENE (PPE-DE, B), Proinsias DE ROSSA (PSE, IRL), Andrew DUFF (ALDE, UK), Carlo FATUZZO (PPE-DE, I), Alojz PETERLE (PPE-DE, SLO), Toomas SAVI (ALDE, EE), Patrizia TOIA (ALDE, I), Helga TRÜPEL (Verts/ALE, D), as well as the EP Observer Georgi BLIZNASHKI (PSE,BG). 

On behalf of the Austrian Presidency of the EU Council, Elisabeth TICHY-FISSLBERGER, Deputy Director-General of European Affairs at the Austrian Ministry of  Foreign Affairs, had an exchange of views with the Intergroup on the next European Council. 
Prior to this debate some Members made their assessment of the recent Parliamentary Forum. It was considered that the Forum was globally a success as it showed a strong desire for further debates; its format was more similar to a session of the Convention than of a meeting of COSAC. The weakest point is that of the press coverage.

As to the June European Council, the Intergroup concluded the debate with the Representative of the Austrian Presidency, by the following recommendations :

· The period of reflection should be extended; ingredients of policy analysis should be added to sharpen up the refection; key issues and citizens’problems should be debated such as globalisation and security (including climate and domestic security); 

· The cost of not having the Constitution might be a useful exercise for the public opinion;

· A more substantive common template should be established for the period of reflection;

· A “rendez-vous” should be created; one should commit oneself that the period of reflection will end by the Autumn 2007 with a clear decision; the European Council should confirm that it still believes in the Constitution project.

· As the current treaty is a trap for further integration and as the present constitutional text cannot come into force, the latter will have to be improved and its marketing too. Scenario building will be requested from the Presidency.

The Intergroup will invite the highest possible representative of the next Finnish Council Presidency for an exchange of views at the meeting of  June already.

Bruno BOISSIERE, 

Secretary of the Federalist Intergroup within the European Parliament
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