THE EP FEDERALIST INTERGROUP AND THE PARLIAMENTARY FORUM

Report on the Intergroup meeting in April 2006

The Federalist Intergroup within the EP met in Strasbourg on 5 April. It gathered 11 MEPs: Jean-Marie BEAUPUY (ALDE, F), Maria ESTEVES Maria (PPE-DE, P), Emanuel FERNANDES (PSE, P), Jules MAATEN (ALDE, NL), Gérard ONESTA (Verts/ALE, F), Alojz PETERLE (PPE-DE, SLO), Vittorio PRODI (ALDE, I), Toomas SAVI (ALDE, EE), Johannes VOGGENHUBER (Vets/ALE, A) as well as the EP Observers Alexander ABADJIEV (PSE, BG) and Georgi BLIZNASHKI (PSE,BG). 

The agenda dealt with the preparation of the (inter-)Parliamentary Forum to take place in Brussels on 8-9 May 2006. Unfortunately the 2 main groups in the EP, the EPP-DE and PSE, had not formally appointed their delegates yet, which partly explains the rather low attendance of MEPs at this meeting.

Agenda and organization of the Parliamentary Forum: 

The Forum will start on 8 May with meetings of the political groups. In the afternoon, the plenary session will be opened by welcome speeches of the Presidents of the EP and of the Parliament of Austria (EU presidency in office). Delegates of Parliaments will be seating by name (alphabetic order). Then the delegates will split into 4 working groups: Europe in the world – Globalisation: the economic and social model – Freedom, Security and Justice – Finances of the EU.

On 9 May, the Rapporteurs of the working groups will present their reports and in the afternoon th President of the EU Schüssel and President of the European Commission Barroso will address the Forum.

Comments and Expectations of the Intergroup: 

· The secretariat of the EP will draft Fact Sheets. The Federalist Intergroup would prefer these EP contributions to become European Papers; 

· The Intergroup criticised that too much time will be dedicated to the speeches of the Presidents of the institutions (Schüssel and Barroso);

· Some members of the Intergroup regretted that the EP only got 1 Rapporteur of a working group. The working groups should as much as possible propose amendments to the text of the constitutional treaty which could give a new chance to a French and Dutch approval;

· As to the press, it was suggested to send a clear message not only to the Council but also to the public opinion. The Forum should give new hope in the European project.

· The Forum should present ambitious conclusions and dynamics to the European Council to meet in June 2006. The request for a parliamentarisation of the process of future European political integration should be part of the message;

· The top priority expectation from the Forum should be a strong request for further Forums. The Austrian Presidency should include this point in its conclusions of the June summit and the upcoming Finnish Presidency should plan a second Forum in Autumn 2006.

At last, the Intergroup envisaged the possibility of a public and media oriented action around the opening of the Forum on 8 May.
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