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FEDERALIST INTERGROUP 
of the European Parliament 


JOINT MEETING OF THE FEDERALIST INTERGROUP
& THE EUROPEAN FEDERALIST ORGANISATIONS
EP, Brussels, 3 April 2008

SUMMARY

Were present : 
MEPs: 

· BOSTINARU Victor (PES, RO)

· FRASSONI Monica (Verts/ALE, I), Co-President of the Greens/EFA Group

· POPA Nicolae Vlad (EPP-ED, RO)
· SARYUSZ-WOLSKI Jacek (EPP-ED, PL), Member of the Bureau of the PPE-DE Group, Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs

· SCHMIDT Olle (ALDE, S), Member of the Bureau of the ALDE Group

+/- 30 Assistants to MEPs were also present.
Representatives of the Union of European Federalists (UEF):
· AGATHONOS Philipp, EFBÖ, Austria, Vice-President of UEF

· CIAVARINI-AZZI Michele, President of UEF.be, Belgium
· DONNELLY Brendan, Chairman of Federal Union, UK
· GRECO Mario, Secretary-General of the UEF-Europe Group

· KALBFLEISCH-KOTTSIEPER Ulla, Vice-President of Europa-Union, Germany
· MONTANI Guido, President of MFE, Italy
· MORIN Michel, UEF France, Member of the UEF Bureau
· SIMON Joan Marc, Secretary-General of UEF

· SÖDERMAN Henrik, President of Eurooppafederalistit, Finland
· VIEILLEDENT Catherine, Secretary of the UEF-Europe Group, Brussels section
Representative of the Young European Federalists (JEF Europe):

· PII Samuele, GFE, Italy, President of JEF Europe

Secretary of the EP Federalist Intergroup :

· BOISSIERE Bruno, former MEP
The meeting has been chaired jointly by the Secretary of the Federalist Intergroup and the Vice-President of UEF.

Bruno BOISSIERE welcomes the participants and the initiative to have an exchange of views between the federalist MEPs and the federalist organisations from the civil society.

Philipp AGATHONOS introduces the delegation of federalist organisations comprising representatives of 8 constituent organisations of UEF as well as the Secretary-General of UEF and the President of JEF Europe.
Joan Marc SIMON presents the UEF strategy for the EP elections 2009 (see the attached document).

In short, it aims at increasing participation by politisation, europeanisation and personalisation of the election campaign. The UEF requests that :
1. the President of the European Commission should be democratically elected by the citizens i.e. linked to the election results ; therefore the European political parties should nominate their candidates ( « Who is your candidate ? » campaign) ;
2. the national campaigns have to discuss European challenges and not be a repetition of local or national elections ; 
3. parties should be able to present cross-country lists.

Jacek SARYUSZ-WOLSKI agrees that the appointment of the President of the European Commission should reflect the election results. Although there is no public space yet, the experiment should be carried out. It is up to the political parties to nominate their candidates. The member of the Bureau of the EPP-ED Group and Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee believes that it will be difficult to change the fact that national issues prevail in European elections.
Monica FRASSONI regrets that up to now the EP has not declared in favour of European lists. The Co-President of the Greens/EFA Group agrees that the European political parties should be addressed to avoid that to much will be decided as usual in national negotiations. They should be pressured to promote European campaigns. European issues such as for instance Climate change are not technical but appeal to the people. Point 2 should be the priority.
Olle SCHMIDT is concerned with the low turn out of the previous EP election. The citizens should become aware of their democratic rights following the Lisbon Treaty. For him too, point 2 is crucial and vital. Climate change, the environment and other European challenges should be discussed in the campaigns. Point 1 and point 3 will be difficult. The member of the Bureau of the ALDE Group fears that the big political parties will not play the game of nominating their candidates. They will prefer a package of appointments. The tricky thing is that once a candidate is announced, he/she is politically dead !, he said.
Victor BOSTINARU believes that there will be a « deal » between the 3 bigger parties. However he is in favour that the European political parties have a say in the national campaigns and on the appointments, even by negotiations between them. To avoid that the elections remain domestic fights, a partnership should be agreed with the media. Political parties should be pressure to promote European projects in order to demonstrate that Europe is not an abstract entity. This is a condition for the citizens to go to the polls.

Samuele PII requests that initiatives are taken to promote a European public space. The « Agora » launched by the EP and European « Flash » actions by federalist activists are important contributions towards this end but other ideas should be given a try.  
Nicolae Vlad POPA believes that strong European decisions (and not only European discussions) will help a better turn out in the elections. The MEP thinks that the role of European parties should be strengthened first; they are not able to present cross-country list now.

Monica FRASSONI suggests the European federalists to try to draw a list of the deserving and of the undeserving MEPs according to various criteria including the regular attendance and to use these lists in the campaigns.

Brendan DONNELLY stresses that a European public space will not happen spontaneously. In the current EU system citizens  can use their rights ; they can vote for somebody else if they are not satisfied with the action of the outgoing MEP(s).
Guido MONTANI is convinced that the only way to increase the participation in the elections is to raise the citizens’ awareness that they have the power to choose who should govern Europe and the programme to be implemented by the government. Therefore a political struggle should happen at European level. Citizens should be explained the differences between candidates from the main political parties. The citizens’ vote and the leadership of the European executive institution should be linked. That will change the character of the European election.
Philipp AGATHONOS suggests that federalist organisations get in touch with members of the Federalist Intergroup in order to organise joint events at the local level in view of the European elections.
Bruno BOISSIERE concludes the meeting by a positive assessment of this first exchange of views between the federalist MEPs and organisations from both parts. He suggests that further meetings (two?) will be organised before the European elections.
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