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FEDERALIST INTERGROUP

IN THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT


Brussels / Strasbourg, 11 December 2007

Press statement

FEDERALISTS WELCOME TREATY OF LISBON

The Federalist Intergroup of the European Parliament welcomes the solemn proclamation of the Charter of Fundamental Rights on 12 December and the signing of the Treaty of Lisbon on the following day. In a statement today (Tuesday), the Federalist Intergroup said:

"The new Treaty will much enhance the Union’s capacity to act by increasing the efficiency and effectiveness of the institutions and decision-making mechanisms. Armed with the Treaty, the EU will be able to face its new global challenges and address the issues which matter most to citizens - such as climate change, energy security, international terrorism, cross-border crime, asylum and immigration. 

"The Treaty of Lisbon will greatly improve the democratic character of the Union by increasing Parliament’s powers, by entrenching the Charter of Fundamental Rights and by strengthening the rule of law. With the new Treaty the EU will be a Union of values.

"If successfully ratified, the Treaty of Lisbon will be a decisive step forward in the constitutional evolution of the European Union. In historic terms it is at least as significant as the Treaty of Maastricht (1991) which introduced the single currency and established early provisions for foreign and security policy and for cooperation in police and judicial affairs." 

Andrew Duff (ALDE, UK), co-chair of the Intergroup, who represented the Parliament at the IGC, said: 

"Although federalists remain disappointed by the failure of the Constitutional Treaty to be ratified, we can be confident that Lisbon contributes a very great deal to building our common future together as Europeans. The EU needs to ratify the Treaty as fast as possible. Parliament, especially, needs to spend 2008 preparing to shoulder its many new responsibilities under the Treaty with skill and imagination."

Jo Leinen (PSE, D), Chairperson of the Constitutional Affairs Committee and Member of the Federalist Intergroup’s Steering Committee, stressed:

"The European Federalists have campaigned for more than 50 years for a democratic Europe in which citizens have the final say. With the Treaty of Lisbon we are a step closer towards that aim. It empowers those who vote in the European elections to decisively influence the political direction and the leadership of the European Union."

105 MEPs from 22 countries and 5 groups in the European Parliament have joined this Intergroup. 
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